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G2 OUTDOOR LIVING SWEEPS LANDSCAPE DESIGN AWARDS
Home-Grown Entrepreneur Becomes Award-Winning Outdoor Design/Build Expert

VANCOUVER, Wash.  (January xx, 2010) – What started a quarter-century ago as a 5-year-old’s vegetable and flower garden project has become the region’s most decorated landscaping business.
Garret Hergert, owner of Vancouver -based G2 Outdoor Living, returned from the 350-member Washington Association of Landscape Professionals annual design competition with seven category-topping Grand awards and a rarely-awarded Overall Judges Award.

“He’s the Michael Phelps of landscape design and construction,” said Rod Bailey, a Woodinville, Wash.-based landscape industry consultant with 40 years of experience.  “Only one guy has even come close to the natural talent that Garret brings to these projects.  Garret’s projects show a unique talent with perspective and scale, and excellent attention to detail.”
Hergert’s seven winning projects ranged from a three-acre residential mountain retreat to a religious interpretive center behind an industrial office building.

“He’s setting a new trend in our profession by combining design, architecture, excavation, construction and landscaping to create the quality spaces that help people truly enjoy the outdoors,” said Jeff Carroll of Jefferson Landscaping in Woodinville, which specializes in garden landscapes.  

“Every project that Garret touches shows the inspired passion he has for creating a space that belongs in its surroundings and offers unsurpassed beauty.  He also inspires other designers and myself by raising the bar.”
Hergert views complicated landscape design projects as an opportunity to help property owners bring the splendor of the outdoors to their home or office.
“For almost 10 years, we have been seeing the outdoor room become the next big thing in making places more livable and enjoyable,” said Hergert.  “We place special emphasis on achieving a flow that integrates the outdoor room into the home design and into the natural landscape.  When this is done properly, the entire property feels complete.”
Hergert said it is increasingly common to see investments ranging from $50,000 to $1 million creating custom outdoor living spaces that blend into the landscape.
The seeds for G2 Outdoor Living were planted, literally, in 1984 when Hergert began growing vegetables and flowers at age 5.  He formed a landscaping business in 1994 at age 15, where he installed lawns, shrubs, and irrigation systems.  By 2003, the business had transformed from landscaping to outdoor living.  Today, G2 embraces daring custom projects, teaming with Vancouver-based AKS Engineering for architectural and civil engineering support.

“If it’s on the edge of impossible, we want to take the project,” said Hergert.

G2 Outdoor Living includes a farming operation in Ridgefield, Wash. where Hergert grows 20-acres of nursery stock for his projects and other clientele on the fourth-generation family farm.  He maintains an experienced staff and a quality line of equipment, supplementing his team with sub-contractors when necessary to deliver landscape works of art.
He recently received licensing in Oregon to further pursue challenging projects throughout the Pacific Northwest.  His plans call for expanding the farm to include growing more native species, expanding into wineries and event facilities, and someday completing landscape projects around the globe.
More information about G2 Outdoor Living is available at www.g2outdoorliving.com or by contacting the company at 12011 NE 99th Street, Vancouver, WA 98682, or 360.727.5975.
