Why do I need to permit my construction?
Permits help you protect your investment and provide for minimum code compliance.
Your home is often your biggest financial investment. You want your construction done right by licensed contractors.  Construction issues can be challenging, extremely costly, and, in some cases, even deadly. Permits empower you to get safe, code compliant work and help avoid possible problems down the line.  The codes are only a minimum; reputable contractors’ work often is better than code minimums.  Customers hire contractors to do work in which they, as homeowners, are not experts – a permit provides inspections by certified building professionals.  
What is the purpose of permits and codes?
The purpose behind state building codes is to give reasonable assurance that a home is safe from structural failure, fire danger, electrical hazards, and health risks. The permits provide a permanent record of the work performed and the inspections conducted on the project.  The permit fee is used to fund the cost of review and inspections – the money does not go to other programs.  Future owners will want to know the work was permitted and inspected.  The insurance rating bureau sets rates based on community safety standards, including building codes and inspections.   
What if my contractor doesn’t get a permit?

One might ask, “Why wouldn’t a contractor obtain a building permit?”  Is your contractor planning on performing work that they would not want inspected?   Is the finished product safe and completed according to manufacturer’s specifications?  Is your contractor properly and currently licensed to do this work?  A reputable contractor is proud of their work and works with your local building department to provide good, safe results.  Permits provide for inspections and protect you, your loved ones, your investment, and the community.
Ask for a copy of the building permit prior to allowing any work on your home to proceed and ask to see all inspection reports including the final inspection.
